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THE GOSPEL OF JOHN. 

JESUS MANIFESTED AS THE SON OF GOD. 

Studies 

By William R. Harper and George S. Goodspeed. 

[Copyrighted by the Student Publishing Co.] 



4. The Second Conversation. 15 : i — 16 : 33. 



Remark. — ^Jesus has tenderly encouraged the disciples with the promise of his glory and 
presence in spite o£ separation from them. The present conversation is concerned with 
their position and responsibilities not as disciples but as apostles and workers. The great 
themes remain the same. Their application is in a different sphere. 



IT I. Chapter 15 : 1-17. 



I. The Scripture Material: 

i) Vs. I, 2. I am the true vine, and my Father, the husbandman, takes 
away the branches that bear no fruit and cleanses those that bear. 

2) vs. 3, 4. Clean as you are through my word, abide in me and I in 
you ; like the branch in the vine only as you abide in me can you bear 
fruit. 

3) vs. 5-8. You, branches of me the vine, bear fruit by abiding in me ; so 
doing you shall receive all you desire ; otherwise you do nothing, and 
like cast-off withered branches you are burned. But if we abide in one 
another, your every request will be granted and thus the Father 
be glorified that you may bear much fruit and be my disciples. 
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4) vs. 9, 10. I love you as the Father loves me ; abide in my love by 
keeping my commandments ; I keep my Father's commandments and 
abide in His love. 

5) V. II. I thus speak that my joy may be yours and yours be full. 

6) vs. 12-14. I bid you love each other as I have loved you ; the greatest 
love is to die for one's friends ; if you do my will you are my friends. 

7) V. 15. I now call you not servants but friends, because I tell you all 
my Father's words. 

8) V. 16. It was I that chose you (not you, me) to go bear fruit that 
remains, that you may in my name obtain all your desires from the 
Father. 

9) V. 17. I bid you do all this that you may love one another. 



2. Live in my Love and thus be Useful : You are to 

represent me in the world. To do this you must be as 
branches in a vine under the care of the Father, the vine- 
dresser. Fruit is the thing aimed after. To that end your 
lives must be given up to me. Otherwise you are worthless 
and rejected. Your present possibilities of service (secured 
through my word) must be improved, for abundance and 
permanence of useful labor are to be yours as my disciples. 
This is the Father's design and all that secures it glorifies 
Him. But, love is the secret of all success, love such as I 
have in laying down my life for you my friends. Thus shall I 
ever rejoice in you and you be full of joy. Obey me then in 
this that you love me and love each other, for I have made 
you what you are and what you are to be, my friends, 
successful apostles, having power with the Father. 



3. Re-examination of the Material : 

1. Words and Phrases: 

i) True vine (v. i), in what sense ? (a) of which the vine in nature is a shadow and 
prophecy, or (b) fulfilling ideally the offices of a vine ? 

2) fruit (v. a), is it (a) personal character, or (b) extension of the kingdom ? 

3) abide (v. 4), (a) cf . 8 : 31, (b) make a literal statement of the meaning. 

4) / in you, (a) i. e. see that I abide in you, (b) how possible ? 

5) herein (v. 8), i. e. in your abiding, asking, receiving. 

6) my love (v. 9), i. e. (a) in my love to you, or (b) your love to me ? so v. 10. 
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2. Connections of Thought : 

i) / am the true vine^ etc. (v. i), note the course of thought, (a) I am like a vine, (b) 
tended by the Father, (c) with the design o£ producing fruit, (d) through the 
branches, (e) which are treated in two ways with this end in view. 

2) already ye^ etc. (v. 3), i. e. (a) cleansing is necessary for ideal fruit-bearing, (b) 
you are already clean, (c) and thus fitted to bear fruit, (d) because of having ac- 
cepted my teaching. 

3) abide in me, etc. (v. 4), i. e. (a) being ready to bear fruit in Christian activity, (b) 
one thing is needful— you must ever retain vital connection with and dependence 
on me, (c) and being thus related receive my presence and vital relation with you, 
(d) in order thus permanently to be useful. 

4) I am the vine, etc. (v. 5), i. e. (a) I urge you to abide in me, (b) and thus be useful, 
(c) because you are branches of me, the vine. 

s) if ye abide, etc. (vs. 7, 8), i. e. (a) if you accept and yield yourselves up to my 
teaching, (b) you may obtain whatever you desire, i. e. reach any height of useful- 
ness, (c) this attainment glorifies the Father, (d) for it is His purpose that your 
usefulness shall be abundant, (e) and the result will be that you will become more 
and more entirely my disciples. 

6) even as the Father, etc. (vs. 9, 10), i. e. (a) this relation between us is one of love, 
(b) which is sustained by obedience, (c) of which my relation to the Father is an 
example and proof. 

7) these things, etc. (v. 11), i. e. (a) I have urged you to yield to me and be useful, (b) 
m order that I might continue to have joy in you, and (c) that your joy in your work 
might reach the highest point, (d) a joy which thus is identical with mine. 

8) this is my commandment, etc. (vs. is, 13), i. e. (a) the bond between us is one of love 
(v. 9), (b) such a relation should be between yourselves, (c) a love which leads me 
to die for you, (d) should lead you to die for one another. 

9) vs, 14, IS, i. e. (a) you are to be given my friendship, (b) remember that I do this, 
not you, (c) and I do much for you in your work, (d) therefore you should regard 
my desires and (e) love one another, 

3. Manners and Customs: 

Vine culture — note the various processes in it as suggested here. 

4. Literary Data ; 

Study the allegory (vs. 1-4), (a) probable source of the figure, CBJ., (b) comparison 
with 10 : 1-18, (c) sum up the central teaching of it. 

5. Review: 

As already suggested, let the student now review 1 and 2. 



4. Religious Teaching : Useful — all right-minded men want 
to be useful. The Master says that his friends are useful just in 
so far as they are vitally dependent on him., devoted to the exhibi- 
tion and transmission of him and his life into the world. They 
devoted to him, he living in them ; — the result is fruitfulness. 
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*{ 2. Chapter 15 : 18—16 : 4a. 

I. The Scripture Material: 

i) 15 : 18-21. The worid hated me and as I chose you out of the worid 
they will hate you and treat you as me, because they know not the 
Father. 

2) vs. 22-25. I came, speaking and working ; so I revealed their sin ; 
they hate me and hate my Father — ^in all this fulfilling the saying, 
" they hated me without a cause." 

3) vs. 26, 27. But the Comforter, the Spirit of Truth, sent by me from the 
Father shall testify, and you, too, for from the first you have been with 

me. 

4) 16 : 1-40:. These revelations I give you beforehand that you may 
understand, when they come to pass, and be firm. For they will put 
you out of the synagogues, and, in God's service, will kill you, not 
knowing the Father and me. 



2. As my Friends you will be well hated : Do not be dis- 
turbed if the world hate you and abuse you even unto death. 
I tell you beforehand that men will do this. It is just what 
they did to me and as my chosen you will suffer as I. My 
work has resulted in disclosing their sin. No wonder they 
hate me, though the Scripture is fulfilled, "their hate has 
no ground." They do not know my Father or me, and 
when they see us they hate us both. Still I will send the 
Helper; being the Spirit of Truth he will testify of me — 
working in and through you, who as my companions from 
the first testify also to me. 



3* Re-examination of the Material : 

1. Words and Phrases: 

i) iTepi my won/ (v. 20), c£. CBJ. 

2) mltich proceedeth from (v. 26), i. e. from the presence, the society, of the Father and 
at the request of the Son the Spirit comes. Of. CBJ. 

3) he shall bear wiiness, to whom, (a) the world, or (b) the disciples ? 

4) these things (16: i), i. e. ch. 15 : 18-27 ? 

s) made to stumble, their faith shaken either (a) at their cruel reception by men, or 
(b) because of the dangers and trials incurred ? 



238 The Gospel of John. [Oct., 

2. Connections of Thought : 

i) The toorld hateth, etc. (v. 18), i. e. (a) as our bond is one of love, (b) so we stand 
together in our relations with the world, (c) as I was hated, (d) so will you be, (e) 
it is because I have chosen yon for my fellowship. 

2) bui all these things, etc. (v. 21), i. e (a) it is not merely that you are chosen as my 
servants, (b) but it is because of what I am, my person and work, (c) that you will 
suffer, (d) the real fact being that they do not know God whom I represent. 

3) if I had not come, etc. (vs. 22-24), i- e. (a) I come with the manifestation of God in 
word and work, (b) being formerly ignorant of this revelation they could not be 
punished for neglecting it, (c) but me they deliberately rejected, (d) hence the 
crowning and representative sin must be laid to their charge, (e) and in rejecting 
me they reject the Father whom I represent. 

4) and ye also, etc. (v. 27), is this (a) another witnessing than that of the Spirit, or 
(b) their witnessing to the world of that which the Spirit bears witness of to them ? 

5) but these things have /, etc. (16 : 4), i. e. (a) I have not told you this to terrify you, (b) 
but as a means of encouraging and strengthening faith. 

3. Literary Data: 

i) Notice familiar words, world, etc. 

2) Study the example of parallelism in 15 ; 22-24. 

4. Review : 

Let the review work on i and 2 be faithfully done. 



4. Religious Teaching: The servants of the Christ must 
expect the opposition of others who misunderstand and reject the 
claims of their Master. But this hostility, if accepted and en- 
dured as opposition to the Christ and in his service, will only bind 
them more closely to him, and gain for them the clearer inward 
witness to the reality of God in Jesus the Christ. 



IT 3- Chapter 16 : 4b-is. 



Remark — The prospect of separation again lowers. Jesus encourages them again with 
the promise of the " Advocate," but here not as a personal helper but as the source of 
power in their apostolic activity. 



I. The Scripture Material : 

i) 4^-6. Being with you, I did not at first tell you of this, but now that I 
go, you, without asking "Whither?" only grieve at this dark prospect 
before you. 
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2) V. 7. But truly it is best for you that I go, for then I will send the 
Comforter. 

3) vs. 8-1 1. Then he will convict men of sin in rejecting me, of righteous- 
ness because my Father receives me, of judgment because their Prince 
has been judged. 

4) vs. 12-15. You cannot now bear all I have to say, but the Spirit of 
Truth will come and guide you into all the truth given him to speak 
concerning the future and concerning me and mine, for what the Father 
has is mine. 



2. But my going will bring the Helper, the Spirit of Truth : 
I did not make such definite announcements to you before, 
for we were together then, but now we separate, and you are 
overwhelmed at my words. Still believe me, I go that the 
Helper may come. He calls men to serious thought on sin, 
righteousness and the danger of judgment — things which 
my going will bring to light — and He will make you to 
understand my life and work, which reveal the Father. He 
will declare the future. Then you will see how much better 
for you it is that I go. 



3. Re-examination of the Material : 

1 . Words and Phrases : 

i) These things I said, etc. (v. 4), i. e. either (a) so clearly, or (b) disclosing their 
motives, sources, (c) in the fact that now they are definite and near. 

3) asketh me, etc. (v. 5), why should they ask ? 

3) convict (V. 8), i. e. (a) " produce serious thought and conviction," (b) not neces- 
sarily a change of purpose ? (c) how will this work be done ? 

4) bear (v. 12), i. e. (a) understand and bear up under, (b) on account of weakness 
both of mental and moral character. 

s) all the truth (v. 13), i. e. (a) all religious truth, or (b) all relating to myself ? 

2. Connections of Thought : 

i) But now /go, etc. (v. 5), i. e. (a) v. 4*, when I was with you it was not necessary 
to speak of this, (b) iut now the time has come for me to go. 

3) vs. S-jj, i. e. (a) when I have been exalted, (b) the Spirit will come, (c) and will 
cause the world to acknowledge (d) its sin in not believing on me, (e) my righteous- 
ness, for the Father hath glorified me, (f) the imminent condemnation of those who 
do not believe, (g) for in my crucifixion and resurrection the representative and 
head of the " world " has been judged, (h) and thus men everywhere will be pre- 
pared to receive the message of the Gospel. 

3) I have yet many, etc. (v. 12), cf. OBJ. 
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4) therefore I said^ etc. (v. 15), i. e. (a) I said that he would reveal all the truth to 
you, (b) namely the truth about me, my life, mission, etc., (c) the Father preserves 
the whole truth but He has given it to me, (d) and so I said, etc. 

3. Review : 
Work done on the preceding will prepare the student for reviewing i and a. 



4. Religious Teaching : Do you believe in the Holy Spirit 
— the guide into truth, the highest truth, that of God in Jesus the 
Christ ; the Helper of the believer ; the Apostle, who prepares the 
world for the Christian's message and the Christian for the right 
apprehension of the truth f 



1 4. Chapter 16:16-33. 



I. The Scripture Material : 

i) Vs. 16-18. Soon ye shall not see me more, and yet soon ye shall see 
me. The disciples question what all this means and confess their 
ignorance. 

2) vs. 19-22. Seeing their wish to ask he says, Do you question about 
this ? I tell you that though, while you weep, the world shall rejoice, yet 
your joy shall return and remain (as the mother's joy after the anguish 
of the child's birth) when you see me. 

3) vs. 23, 24. Then you will not ask anything of me ; all your requests of 
the Father in my name will be granted ; ask as you have not asked 
before and you will receive all and be glad. 

4) V. 25. These have been proverbs to you, but soon I will reveal the 
Father clearly to you. 

5) vs. 26, 27. Then you will pray in my name ; I will not need to ask for 
you, because your love and faith that I am from Him have made the 
Father love you. 

6) V. 28. I came from the Father into the world and go away to Him. 

7) vs. 29, 30. The disciples reply. You speak plainly now and we know 
that you know all things and need not be questioned ; so we believe you 
are from God. 

8) vs. 31, 32. Jesus answers, You believe ! Even now you shall be scat- 
tered and leave me alone, and yet not alone, for I have the Father. 

9) V. 33. I say all this that though tried you may have peace and courage, 
for I have conquered. 
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2. Look forward; soon come Joy and Victory: [Jesus 
continues] ' ' Soon you are to lose sight of me forever and yet 
you will soon see me again." The puzzled disciples would 
like to ask him what he means ; he perceives it and says, 
' ' Let me tell you that, like the mother who forgets the 
birth-pangs in the joy of the new-born child, you will find 
your sorrow turned into unending joy when we see each 
other again. Then you will have no questions to ask ; your 
prayers will be answered ; — pray, therefore, in my name and 
the result will rejoice you." 

' ' So far I have talked in enigmas ; soon I will reveal the 
Father to you clearly. Then you will pray in my name, and 
the Father will love you for yourselves as my trusty friends 
and believers in me and I will not need to intercede for you. 
I came from the Father and to Him I go." The disciples cry, 
" Now we understand you and believe you are from God, for 
you know all things before a question is put to you." 

Jesus replies, "Your faith is soon to be sorely shaken, 
when you will all leave me alone — yet I am always with the 
Father. I have thus spoken to give you peace in the midst 
of your trials. Courage! I have conquered." 



3. Re-examination of the Material ; 

1 . Words and Phrases : 

i) Behold , . . see (v. i6), i. e. one the bodily, the other the spiritual vision, 

2) because I go^ etc. (v. 17), i. e. not seeing followed by seeing him could not be recon- 
ciled with his going to the Father (16 : 10). 

3) in that day (v. 23), is this (a) resurrection and onwards, or (b) pentecost ? 

4) ask me nothing (v. 23), cf. CBJ. 

5) proverbs (v. 25), is this (a) enigmas, (b) figurative language, or (c) outward formal 
teaching as distinguished from inward illumination ? 

6) should ask thee, etc. (v. 30), i. e. ask questions because you know our thoughts 
beforehand. 

7) do you now believe (v. 32), is this (a) delighted wonder, (b) irony, (c) grave inquiry 
intended to arouse thought ? 

2. Connections of Thought: 

i) A little while, etc. (v. 16), i. e. (a) I have said that I go that the Spirit may come 
(b) this means that though I am soon to be seen no more in the flesh, (c) I shall 
soon be seen in the spirit. 

16 
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2) verily . . I say, etc. (v. ao), i. e. (a) you do not understand how I can be seen no 
more and yet can be afterwards seen ; (b) though you cannot comprehend it, (c) be 
sure of this that your sorrow shall pass into joy, (d) when you see me again ; (e) is 
this an explanation which would satisfy the disciples ? 

3) vs. ss, 2#, i. e. the results of this new vision are (a) no more asking of questions, (b) 
but prayer to the Father and answer in Jesus' name, (c) fullness of joy in receiving 
answers. 

4) in that day ye, etc. (vs. 26, 27), i. e. (a) you shall pray in my name, (b) you will not 
need my intercession, (c) for you have gained the Father's personal love, (d) because 
you were my friends and the believers in my divine mission. 

5) now inow we, etc. (v. 30), i. e, (a) you say that you came from the Father, etc. 
(v. 28), (b) whether that be so or not, this one thing is clear to us, (c) you know all 
things, (d) by the way you interpreted our unspoken question, (e) you need not 
have questions asked, as you know beforehand both them and the state of mind 
that would put them, (f) therefore you are from God. (g) Is this wisdom or folly on 
the disciples' part ? 

3. Review : 
With the results of this reexamination test points 1 and 2. 



4. Religious Teaching : /esus the Christ is with the Father 
now. Because of that fact the faithful disciple may realize the 
fullness of these assurances : {t) he is promised inward illumina- 
tion, (^) answer to prayer in his name, (3) peace in the midst 
of trial, iji) joy that is satisfying, (5) final victory. 



§ S. Chapter 17 : 1-26. The Prayer. 
IT I. Chapter 17:1-5. 

I. The Scripture Material : 

1) V. I. Thus he spake and looking upward said, Now glorify thy Son 
that he may glorify thee. 

2) vs. 2, 3. As Thou appointedst him over all men to give, to all that are 
his, eternal life which is to know Thee the only true God and Jesus 
Christ the representative. 

3) vs. 4, 5. Since I glorified Thee by doing on earth the work assigned to 
me, glorify me with Thyself with the glory I had with Thee before 
creation. 



1 891] The Gospel of John. 243 

2. Father, now glorify Thy Son: Then Jesus prays, 
saying, ' ' Father, the time is come ; take me to Thyself and 
restore me to my original glory with Thee. This I ask that 
I may yet more glorify Thee in exercising more widely 
saving power over men and giving to believers eternal life — 
the knowledge of Thee and me. Glorify me, therefore, for 
my mission here is accomplished." 

3. Re-examination of the Material : 

1 . Words and Phrases : 

i) Glorify (v. i), i. e. (a) restore me to glory, (b) which is the relation of fellowship 
with Thee, (c) without the hindrances to its manifestation that now exist. 

2) all flesh (v. a), note the universal element. 

3) wilA thine own self (v. 5), i. e. (a) cf. 13 : 31, (b) in unison with Thyself. 

4) which I had, observe the consciousness of Jesus. 

2. Connections of Thought: 

i) That the Son, etc. (vs. i, 2), i. e. (a) restore me to glory, (b) in order that thus I 
may more fully and clearly manifest Thee to men, (c) and thus bring Thee the 
more glory, (d) in exercising to the full the saving power Thou gavest me, (e) 
whose purpose is that men have eternal life, (f) through believing. 

2) I glorified Thee, etc. (vs. 4, 5), i. e. (a) glorify me also, (b) because I glorified Thee 
on earth, (c) in completing the task set me. 

3. Literary Data : 

And this is, etc. (v. 3), consider the suitability of this passage in the context, (a) an 
explanatory statement in a prayer, (b) use of term "Jesus Christ," (c) grounds for 
regarding it as inserted by the writer and not a part of the prayer ? 

4. Review : 

The student may use the results of the above" work in criticizing points i and a. 



4. Religious Teaching: The consciousness of work fully 
done and of the scope and meaning of that work, such as Jesus here 
possesses, may well stir the conscience and arouse the aspiration of 
His followers. 

IT 2. Chapter 17:6-19. 



I. The Scripture Material : 

i) V. 6. I made Thee known to those men of Thine whom Thon gavest 
me, and they kept Thy word. 
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2) vs. 7, 8. Since I gave them Thy words, they knew and know now that 
all mine is from Thee and I am from Thee. 

3) vs. 9, 10. I pray, not for the world, but for them given to me and yet 
Thine, — for mine are Thine and Thine mine — in whom I am glorified. 

4) v. II. I go to Thee. They stay. Father, keep them that they may b& 
one as we are. 

5) vs. 12, 13. I kept them, all but one — the son of perdition, fulfilling the 
Scripture ; but in coming to Thee I speak thus that they may be full of 
my joy. 

6) vs. 14-16. They have Thy word from me. The world hates them, 
because they, as I, are not of it. Without taking them from the world, 
keep them from the evil one. 

7) v. 17. Sanctify them in Thy truth which is Thy word. 

8) vs. 18, 19. I send them into the world as Thou sentest me and I 
sanctify myself in the truth for their sakes, that they may likewise be 
sanctified. 



2. Keep and Consecrate these my disciples : These 
men, Father, -whom Thou gavest me, have been worthy of 
the revelation I gave them from Thee. They know that I 
am from Thee. I have kept them all but the son of perdi- 
tion. I am now to leave them in the world which will hate 
them as it does me. So I pray for them that, left in the 
world. Thou will keep them from the evil one. Our interests 
in them are one. Keep them, therefore, in the knowledge of 
Thee and in love to one another like our love. Conse- 
crate them in the revealing of Thyself also, that they may be 
fitted for their mission as I was for mine. I consecrate 
myself that they may be truly consecrated to their work. 



Re-examination of the Material : 

1. Words and Phrases: 
i) Thy name (v. 6), i. e. as it reveals the character. 

2) Thine they were, what light on the original character and temper of the disciples ^ 

3) ke^it Thy word., i. e. held to the manifestation of the Father given them. 

4) son of perdition (v. 12), cf. CBJ. 

5) sanctify (v. 17), cf. CBJ. 

6) in the truth, is it (a) as in an atmosphere or (b) as by a means ? 

7) I sanctify myself (v. 19), i. e. I give myself wholly to the Father. 
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2. Connections of Thought : 
i) vs. 6-S, of. CBJ. 

2) /or they are, etc. (v. lo), i. e. (a) I desire favor for them, (b) because they are Thine 
(c) as well as mine, (d) our interests are one, (e) they glorify me, (f) and so I pray 
Thee for them. 

3) but now /, etc. (v. 13), i. e. (a) you gave me these, (b) I kept them safely— with one 
exception, which can be explained, (c) and since I go, (d) I pray for them, (e) that 
they may have joy in the same revelation of Thyself that gave me joy. 

4) as thou didst, etc. (v. 18), i. e. (a) they have a work to do, (b) like the work I had 
to do, (c) they need the same preparation as I, (d) consecrate them, (e) I consecrate 
myself, (f) as an example and means of their consecration. 

3. Review ; 

The student may work over the review in the accustomed way. 



4. Religious Teaching : The chief things that the Master 
desires for his disciples are not {t) freedom from temptation, {2') 
acquaintance with evil, (3) the friendship of the world. But 
rather {t) preservation from evil, (^) knowledge and devotion to 
the truth, the revelation of God in the Christ, (5) love for one 
another. 



